TONE IN

Have we gone stark raving

hatstand? Here is a £95
pedal that produces no sound
whatsoever. It has no inputs,
no outputs and not a battery
compartment in sight - what's
going on?

The Tone In Progress Third Hand
is a mechanical device that you attach
to a pot on an effects pedal, to make
changes without having to take your
hands off the guitar. It's a design that
first saw the light of the day via the
Electro Harmonix Hot Foot of the
19705, a much-loved relic, albeit beset
with some mechanical shortcomings.
So what does this new device bring
to the party?

TWIST ME, TURN ME

The Third Hand comprises a solid
metal chassis with an equally sturdy
metal pedal, which is topped with
coarse sandpaper/griptape so your
foot won't slip off. The pedal pivots
on a steel shaft with hard-compound
plastic bushings, meaning it's not
going to wear out in a hurry.

Inside, a reinforced rubber band
runs around a wheel under the
pedal, then up to another underneath
the rotating pot at the front. This is
where you attach the metal connecting
cable that runs to your external effects
pedal. Before you do, it’s important
to make sure the rocker pedal is fully
toe-down, and that the respective pot
is all the way clockwise, so you have
the maximum setting at the toe-down
position. Once you've done this, just
be careful when going fully heel-
down, as the Third Hand is likely
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rotary speaker simulators, chorus,
vibrato, tremolo... pretty much the
gamut of dynamic and

modulation pedals.
In addition, it’s
surprisingly
liberating

to have on-the-fly control of a
distortion or overdrive level when
connected to a suitable filth box;

the transition from cleaner passages

to outright slam has rarely been

50 smooth.

There are a couple of practical
issues, however. The rocker pedal is
relatively short, so it’s all too easy
to foul the turning mechanism and
connecting cable with vour toe. Also,
the reinforced band that connects
the pedal and the turning mechanisn
looks like it could slip off at any
minute, as there's no detent
in the wheel on which it sits.

CONCLUSION
The Tone In Progress Third
Hand is causing more
excitement in the GB offices
than any number of electronic
devices of late. It has a hunter-
gatherer appeal that calls out to
your more basic instincts as a guitar
player, something all-too-easily lost i
a surfeit of digital bells and whistles.
You can't throw it on the floor
and jump up and down on it, becaust
the overall design requires a little
mechanical sympathy. Treated thus,
there's endless fun to be had with the
Third Hand - it’s great for careful liv
use, and verging on essential for tone
hounds in the studio: we love it. GB
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