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- Phaseomatic Deluxe

The all-valve phaser returns with even more modulation control

Words Trevor Curwen Photography Phil Barker

VIDEO DEMO » http://bit.ly/guitaristextra

| s we saw last issue in our review

Aof its Delta-Trem, Effectrode is

a British company specialising

in pedals that use valve technology. The
company has also recently revamped
its Phaseomatic Deluxe, which was
originally released in 2009. The most
notable update to this latest incarnation
of the photo-optical phaser is the addition
of afourth knob labelled Shape to adjust
waveform shape — selected from three
toggle-switched banks of 16 - that joins
the Width, Speed and Blend trio from the
original unit.

From that toggle switch, you get the
Normal symmetrical linear sweep
waveforms, a selection of Skewed lopsided
waveforms, plus the Scattered bank’s set
of harder transition, stepped and pulse
waveforms. Those waveforms contribute
to areally wide range of phaser flavours,
but the main building blocks are the unit’s
twin LFOs, which present the feeling of

having two phasers in one box. When
- sync’d (with an internal jumper) to run at
the same modulation sweep rate (Speed),
it’s easy to conjure up a wide range of
phasing sounds because the knobs work
on the two LFOs simultaneously. Standard

mode is alittle trickier to master because
the LFOs run independently and you have
to hold down the Tap/Sync footswitch to
access LFO B’s Speed, Shape and Width
knobs. The reward, though, is a massive
range of possible sounds.

From the gradually changing tonality
engendered by extremely low sweep
rate, through to fast bubbling rotary
speaker-style sounds, lies a plethora of
dimensional effects to be explored, all
delivered with real clarity and warmth
as the valve circuitry does its thing. For
more intense phasing, a Colour switch
can introduce resonance (feedback) from
either the fourth phase shift stage or the
subtler-sounding second stage. Here the
phasing can get more chewy, have a more
pronounced ‘wow/wah’, and even get you
into analogue synth realms. This extra
emphasis works well if you've dialled in a
nice interaction between waveform Shape
and Width, and want the effect to be more
blatantly rhythmic. With such sounds,
keeping in time with a specific tempo is
no problem with the always-active tap
tempo footswitch. There’s also provision
for a couple of expression pedals to control
speed and width for more onstage artistry.

VERDICT

If you're after an easy-to-use phaser, classic
single-knob options are available from
MXR and Electro-Harmonix. But if you
want intricate subtlety in shaping bespoke
phasing sounds, then Effectrode’s offering
may just be the one for you. @

PROS Massive range of phasing sounds;
natural sonic enhancement via valve
circuitry; tap tempo

CONS Without presets and so many
options, recalling favourite sounds might be
difficult — old-school note taking required!
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Tech Spec

ORIGIN: UK
TYPE: Phaser pedal
FEATURES: True bypass, tap tempo with
8 divide/multiply options, CV (expression
pedal) speed and width control, external VCO
control of phasing speed and sweep range
CONTROLS: Shape, Width, Speed, Blend,
Normal/Skewed/Scattered switch, Colour
switch, internal Feedback trim-pot, bypass
footswitch, Tap/Sync footswitch
CONNECTIONS: Standard input, standard
output, CV1,CV2, External Tap
POWER: 12V power supply, capable of use
worldwide, included
DIMENSIONS: 187 (w) x125 (d) x 70mm (h)
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